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1996-2002 SAUSD Pathway Writing Assessment Results 
(Scale = 2 -12, low to high)  



Reading and writing 
are essentially 

similar processes of 
meaning 

construction 
involving the use of 
cognitive strategies.



Three Types of Knowledge

Declarative Knowledge

Procedural Knowledge

Conditional Knowledge



Tool Kit





Mirella Fuentes, an 8th Grader at McFadden 
Intermediate in Santa Ana, California, constructs 
her play-doh creature.





Figure 1 
Santa Ana Unified School District Lynwood Unified School District Paramount Unified School District 
•    61,693 total students 
 
•    Ethnic Breakdown 

• HispanicŃ92% 
• AsianŃ3% 
• Filipino/Pacific IslanderŃ

1% 
• BlackŃ1% 
• OtherŃ3% 
 

•    60% LEP 
 

•    75% Free and Reduced Lunch 
 

• API: 2004 Base: 628  
 

• 9 out of 13 secondary 
schools in PI 

 
• CAHSEE Pass Rate for 

2004-2005 
District 62% 
English Learners 39% 

•    19,072 total student 
 
•    Ethnic Breakdown 

• HispanicŃ90.5% 
• AsianŃ0% 
• Filipino/Pacific IslanderŃ
0.1% 
• BlackŃ8.5% 
• OtherŃ0.8% 

 
• 45.3% LEP 

 
• 70.8% Free and Reduced Lunch 

 
• API: 2004 Base: 600  

                 
•  1 Middle School in PI 
•  1 High School not in PI 
 
•  CAHSEE Pass Rate for 2004-

2005 
District 50% 
English Learners 33% 

• 16,823 total student 
 
•    Ethnic Breakdown 

• HispanicŃ83.1% 
• AsianŃ1.2% 
• Filipino/Pacific IslanderŃ
      1.7% 
• BlackŃ10.9% 
• OtherŃ0 % 

 
• 43.1% LEP 

 
• 82% Free and Reduced Lunch 

 
• API: 2004 Base: 630  

 
•  4 out of 5 secondary schools inPI
 
 
•  CAHSEE Pass Rate for 2004Ń 
          2005 

District 50% 
         English Learners 33% 

Note: CAHSEE is the California High School Exit Exam.  PI is Program Improvement.  API is Academic Performance Index, which is scaled 
from 200-1000 with 800 being the target for CAschools.
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UCI/C PEC  A cceleratin g  A cade m ic  L iterac y  P roject  05 -06  
 

Ou tcome 
M easu re 

T rea tme n t 
G roup  

Cont rol 
G roup  S core 

Dif feren ce 

ALA  Wr iting  
A ssess m ent 

+.7  -.3  
 

1.0 **  

ALA  Flu ency +57  -13  
 

70 **  

ST A R  C S T 
ELA  

327  
 

311  16 * 

C AH SE E 380  
 Pass  R a te : 91. 5 %  

374  
 Pa ss R a te : 88. 2 %  

6  

A bse nces  17.1  
 

18.3  1.2  

% A cade m ic 
Words 1 

+.20  +.02  
 

.18 **  

Type  Toke n 
Rat io 2  

.481  
 

.509  -.0  

Lexi ca l 
De nsity 3  

.474  .469  
 

.005  

 
*    A ppr oac hes  statistica l s ignifi ca nce  (<.07 ). 
**  S tatistica lly  s igni fi ca nt (p <.05  level or l owe r). 
 

1 . A cade mi c w ords are r oug hly 600  w ords that form  t he core  acade mi c wr iting acr oss  the 
disc ipli nes.   H igher  use  of these  w ords  indica tes  increased  abili ty  to t h ink and wr ite 
analy tica lly . 

2 . T ype -T oke n Ra tio is the num ber of d iffere nt w ords used  d ivided  by t he tot al num ber of 
w ords.   T ypica lly , the h igher the ra tio,  the g rea ter  the voca bular y  d ivers ity  of the wr iter. 

3 . L exica l De nsity  is the ra tio  of content w ords  to  to tal w ords.  C ontent w ords  ca rry  
m ea ning,  as  opp osed  to  function w ords  suc h as  Ņthe,Ó Ņof,Ó Ņto ,Ó and so  on .  Ge nera ll y, 
the h igher  t he ra tio, the m ore  m ea ningful the w ritin g.  

 
Not e : T h e CAH S E E  Di s tr ic t P ass R ate for  P ar amount in  05 -06 was 4 8 %  for  A ll; 70 %  for  10 th . 
          The  CAH S E E  D ist r ic t P as s R ate for Lynwood in 05 -0 6 was 46 % for  all; 56 % for 10 th .



Treatment and Control Group, CPEC 2005-2006
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Note: In the output text, punctuation is eliminated; all figures (1, 20, etc) are replaced by the word number; 
contractions are replaced by constituent words (won't => will not); type-token ration is calculated using said 
constituents; and in the 1k sub-analysis content + function words may sum to less than total (depending on 
user treatment of proper nouns and program decision to class numbers as 1k although not contained in 1k 
list); single letters are eliminated except for 'a' and 'I.'



can yo u  se e  an y  evid ence o f y our growth as a rea d er 
and/or  a writer?    
 
What I  no tice  is  that  I develope d a new  w ay  to write  my  
intr oduct ion . Before  I didnÕt real ly know  how  to start  my  
intr oduct ion ; now  I use a  hook,  T.A.G.  (title , author, genre) 
and IÕm better at  it.   (9 th g rader)  
 
On the  pre -test, IÕve n oticed  tha t I di dnÕt use textu al 
evidence on the  essay,  and I w as nÕt able  to expla in myself  
well in the  essay.  However,  in th e post -test , I  am able  to 
exp lai n myself  well  thr ou gh  my  commentary  and I use  
textual evid ence.  (12th gr ader)  
 
Yes, I did  see  a big  im proveme nt an d w hat  contri buted 
to it w as when  we  did  the  th ink alo ud.  Als o, we  
practiced intr oduct ion,  thesis  statement,  and h ook.  Once
I really learn ed how  to start  an essay,  I grasp ed the  
concept. (9 th G rader)  
 
 



Comment from a 12th Grader 
Who Passed the CAHSEE for 

the First Time

One of the hardest things for me . . .  was taking the California �High School Exit Exam.
I am one of those people who can't stand taking tests� so I wouldn't concentrate right. . . .
But, in my� ELD class, my teacher taught me the cognitive strategies . . . �that really helped me.
For example, I learned how to read the questions first before reading a story
and to pay attention to the details so I can� interpret what the big idea of
the story is. . . .   Knowing that I knew �how to answer�a question because of what I learned
gave me the opportunity to �answer the questions �the right way . . . .
Also, knowing where a quotation goes and that I should comment on it
when I'm writing an essay really�makes a difference.


